
RAIDERRAIDER
PridePrideDecember 2014

January 1 & 2 –  
 District Holiday, No School 

January 5 –
 School resumes  

January 7-21 – 
 Keystone Testing 

January 16 –  
 End of First Semester 

January 19 –  
  Staff In-Service Day,  
 No School for Students 

January 24 –
 SAT Test  

  * More dates can be found  
 on our homepage at  
 www.svsd.net.

January Dates  
to Remember

Seneca Valley is one of 547 school districts in the U.S. and Canada being 
honored by the College Board with placement on the 5th Annual AP® 
District Honor Roll for increasing access to AP course work while  
simultaneously maintaining or increasing the percentage of students 
earning scores of three or higher on AP Exams. 

Reaching these goals indicates that the district is successfully identifying motivated, academically 
prepared students who are ready for the opportunity of AP. Since 2012, Seneca Valley has increased 
the number of students participating in AP while improving the number of students earning AP 
Exam scores of three or higher. In 2014, 52 students were recognized as AP Scholars in the program.

“The devoted teachers and administrators in this district are delivering an undeniable benefit to 
their students: opportunity. When coupled with a student’s hard work, such opportunities can have 
myriad outcomes, whether building confidence, learning to craft effective arguments, earning 
credit for college, or persisting to graduate from college on time.” said Trevor Packer, the College 
Board’s senior vice president of AP and Instruction. “We applaud your conviction that a more 
diverse population of students is ready for the sort of rigor that will prepare them for success in 
college.” Helping more students learn at a higher level and earn higher AP scores is an objective of 
all members of the AP community, from AP teachers to district and school administrators to college 
professors. Many districts are experimenting with a variety of initiatives and strategies to  
determine how to simultaneously expand access and improve student performance. 

SV placed on College Board’s 5th Annual AP District Honor Roll

Seneca Valley School District was (once again)  
named the winners of the Pittsburgh Tribune- 
Review’s 2014 Lip Dub Competition! Over eight  
sections and 2,500 students and staff were  
included in the filming. In addition to bragging  
rights, SVTV will receive a check for $2,500.

A ‘thank you’ from SVTV

Dear Seneca Valley,
SVTV would like to thank you all once again for your 
amazing cooperation, patience, support, and  
hundreds and thousands of votes for SV’s 2014 Lip  
Dub video! It gives us immense pride to be part of  
such an amazing school district that supports  
challenging creative endeavors like this. We are so 
grateful for the students, the administrators, the  
teachers, the parents, and the community members 
who came together to make this video a winner. The 
victory surely would not have been possible without  
all of your support.

Thank you again and congratulations!

Sincerely,

The Students & Teachers of SVTV

We did it again!

Happy  
Holidays!

There will be no school  
from Dec. 22 – Jan. 2. 

 
School will resume  

on Monday, Jan. 5, 2015

http://www.svsd.net
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Ms. Rebekah Grinnen’s students 
in her economics classes in the 
Senior High School (SHS) made 
more than $1,300 selling snacks 
through their Healthy Snack  
business plan. All proceeds  
benefit Change for Thanksgiving, 
a program that helps provide  
local families Thanksgiving  
dinner. 

Change for  
Thanksgiving

Evans City Middle School students hosted 
their annual Tribute Ceremony on Nov. 25.  
Students were assigned to write a five  
paragraph essay/speech on someone who 
has made a difference in their lives as well  
as design and create an award that  
represents that person in some way. 

After the presentations, a small reception 
was held for the students and their families. 
Recipients of the Tribute Ceremony Awards 
thought that they were coming for a  
Thanksgiving play, but were surprised by  
the Tribute Ceremony. This closely guarded 
secret brought tears of joy to many.  

ECMS 16th Annual Tribute Ceremony

For the Create a Respectful Environment (CARE) activity for 
the month of November, students at the Seneca Valley IHS 
made cards to send to U.S. Soldiers. They wrote out  
heartfelt messages of kindness and gratitude in a thousand 
cards, purchased over a thousand candy canes and then 
donated over $100 to cover the shipping costs to mail the 
cards and candy canes. 

The CARE Program at Seneca Valley Intermediate High 
School is a bullying prevention program created within the Olweus Bullying Prevention Program. The 
CARE program allows students to participate in weekly classroom meetings that incorporate a variety 
of bully prevention topics and community building activities.  

One thousand messages of gratitude

Congratulations to Haine  
Elementary fourth graders for 
raising $300.03 in their recent 
UNICEF fundraiser. In addition 
to raising the funds, students 
learned about UNICEF’s mission 
and its cause to help children all 
over the world.

Haine Elementary  
raises funds for UNICEF

SV students give back to the  
community during the holiday season 

Students on the Seneca Valley Middle School Panther Team 
recently assisted in “Candy for the Troops,” a local community 
candy drive to benefit active military personnel.

In addition to collecting extra Halloween candy, the seventh 
graders collected books, magazines, snacks, small stuffed 
animals and personal hygiene items. They also wrote personal 
notes they packed in the 50 boxes they filled for those troops 
who are serving overseas. 

Adding those boxes to the 163 packed on a recent community 
packing night, the Panther Team aided in sending 213 boxes to our troops. According to Jennifer 
Kaufman, organizer and CVE paraprofessional, they “did a fabulous job.”  Special thanks to Megan 
Oldenski, SVMS math teacher, for organizing the drive at SVMS.

Candy for the Troops

Thanks to the efforts of the students and staff on the  
secondary campus, this year’s Toys for Tots campaign 
resulted in donations of 1,124 new, unwrapped toys for 
Butler Country families in need. Fun fact: student donors 
were rewarded for their efforts by getting the chance to 
throw pies at the principals. See more at:  
http://svtube.svsd.net/play?id=uf48jvb4nm

Donations pour in for Toys for Tots

http://svtube.svsd.net/play?id=uf48jvb4nm


Meteorologists say that the most predictable thing about the weather is that it’s unpredictable.

This is a subject we know all too well, so we thought it made sense to take this opportunity to 
remind parents to be prepared for possible school delays and closings.

The Seneca Valley School District will make every effort to close or delay school by 5:30 a.m. of 
the affected day. Delays that turn into closures will be made by 7:30 a.m. Please know that early 
dismissals will be avoided whenever possible, but if necessary, will be made by 11 a.m. of the  
affected day.  When an early dismissal is called, all students are expected to board his/her regular 
bus and return home.

When Seneca Valley has a closing or delay, the district will first utilize SchoolMessenger, a parent 
notification system, which will be programmed to call the homes of Seneca Valley School District 
families. Please be sure to check your contact information via the SV Portal. In addition to the call 
number, you can also sign up for texting notifications via the SV Portal. To do so, go to the Seneca 
Valley Portal and click on the “Parent Contacts” tab. Review and/or change your information in 
the “Mass Notification Call System” area to make sure your information is as you want it for these 
specific types of notifications.

Please know that we will also be utilizing all of our usual mediums of communication to let you 
know of school closings/delays, including social media, television media (KDKA Radio 1020 AM, 
KDKA-TV Channel 2, WTAE-TV Channel 4, WPXI-TV Channel 11), our website (www.svsd.net), a 
recording on our main phone line (724-452-6040) and SVTV.

Please note, for two-hour delays: Kindergarten arrival/dismissal times only in a two-hour delay are:   
• AM Kindergarten - Class arrival would be delayed until 10:30 a.m.  Their dismissal time will be 12:35 p.m. 
• PM Kindergarten - Class arrival would be delayed until 1:15 p.m.  Dismissal will be at the regular  
 time of 3:15 p.m. 
• Afternoon and evening activities will be determined on a case-by case basis in the event of a  
 two-hour delay

*Please note that news services report only the district’s name (Seneca Valley School District). 
When the name Seneca Valley Schools is used in a broadcast, it means ALL schools within the 
district are affected unless otherwise noted.  

Let it snow?

SV considers flexible instructional days for inclement weather

Earlier this fall, school districts across the Commonwealth were notified that they may pilot Flexible 
Instructional Days (FIDs) as alternate methods of education in such circumstances as inclement 
weather.
 
FIDs are deemed as a school day and count toward the number of instructional days/hours 
required by law. For this reason, Seneca Valley is devising a plan and pursuing approval with the 
state to utilize up to three FIDs for inclement weather cancellations for the current school year 
(2014-15).
 
Our instructional delivery approach for students on these days will be a combination of online and 
offline assignments, dependent on the teacher, subject and student grade level. These  
approaches will be shared with students by the teacher prior to the use of a FID.
 
Please note, the first two Seneca Valley snow make up days will go on as scheduled and will be 
made up on Feb. 13, 2015, and March 16, 2015, respectively. What we are proposing - and waiting 
on state approval for - is to turn the third, fourth and fifth snow days into FIDs.
 
In addition to the educational benefits of such a plan, we decided pursue this approach due to the 
input and request of numerous parents last year. During harsh winter months, this plan may  
eliminate the need to extend the school year later into June, which is when our elementary  
buildings can become exceedingly warm.
 
Should the plan be approved by the Pennsylvania Department of Education, additional information 
will be sent home to further explain this new approach. We have written into the plan provisions 
for those homes without an Internet connection or that have daycare options that don’t allow for 
Internet access.
 
We thank you for your cooperation and understanding as we pilot this program.

Evans City Elementary third grade 
students made six no-sew quilts 
on Nov. 24. Students studied  
quilt making and read stories 
related to quilts in a unit centered 
on “Celebrating Traditions.”  
In addition to making replicas of 
some of the quilts they read  
about, students made their own 
mini-traditions quilt and each one 
became a patch on a giant  
grade-level traditions quilt. All 
quilts were donated to a local 
shelter.

ECE quilt project

https://portal.svsd.net/
https://portal.svsd.net/
http://www.svsd.net
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The first 2014-15 Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM) Fems meeting for fifth and sixth 
graders was held at both Evans City Middle School (ECMS) and Haine Middle School (HMS) on Nov. 20. 

The night’s activity had the groups making polymer (bouncing) balls and completing a few  
experiments using what they created. The girls had to hypothesize, define a constant and make the 
polymer balls. 

STEM Fems is an after school club for fifth and sixth grade girls that provides authentic hands-on, 
minds-on activities that are geared toward students’ interests in the STEM fields.  A similar program 
is also available for girls in grades 7-8. 

14-15 STEM Fems After-school program springs into another year

The Seneca Valley Academic Games Team had another outstanding performance during the Onsets Tournament on Nov. 20 at Soldiers and 
Sailors Memorial Hall & Museum in Oakland. The next Academic Games tournament will be held on Jan. 8 at SVMS.

Haine Middle School teams placed first, second, third, and fifth. They also had 17 national qualifiers, four of whom had perfect scores.

The first place team included Renhan Xu, Parker Logue, Zach Garcia, Anoop Savio, and Dora White.

A tied second place team included Sebastian Wary, Jack Veverka, Matt Murphy, Nick Folino, and Nate Trost. The other tied second place team 
included Arya Nayak, Alex Kramer, Benaifer Sepia, Simren Jayaraman, and Evan Howley.

The third place team included Jason Hartenstein, Ty Brinkley, Cameron Ailes,  
Olivia Demetter, and Vibha Hodachalli.

The fifth place team included Sarah McKinley, Brenna Wrubel, Megan Bablak,  
Evan Prazenica, and Ananya Rao.

National qualifiers were Zach Garcia, Matt Murphy, Anoop Savio, Dora White, Adam 
Raible, Connor Anderson, Renhan Xu, Ty Brinkley, Vibha Hodachalli, Arya Nayak, Simren 
Jayaraman, Ananya Roa, Megan Bablak, Jack Veverka, Sebastian Wary, Dilini Ranaweera,  
and Claire Reynolds. 

Perfect scores were earned by Zach Garcia, Matt Murphy, Anoop Savio, and Dora White.
 
The Middle Division team national qualifiers included Francesca Citrone, Adam Corrigan, 
Angelo Gionnotta, Jose Ordonez, Vinya Ponugoti, Rishin Sharma, Dean Smith and Ryan 
Vogel. 

In the Junior Division, two students, Kyle Cinderich and Urvi Gupta, qualified for nationals.

Shane Ruiz in the Senior Division also qualified for nationals. 

Academic Games moves onward in On-sets tournament

Mecco Marking & Traceability, 
located in Cranberry, serves  
manufacturers in the automotive, 
oil and gas, fabrication and  
metalworking, assembly, medical, 
defense, and aerospace  
industries. Mecco has recently 
partnered with Industrial  
Technology teacher Mr. Joseph 
Ehrenberger and the Industrial 
Technology Club for their  
upcoming BOTS IQ Challenge.   
We thank Mecco for their support.

Mecco, Industrial  
Technology Club  
build bots
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Students from the Advanced 
Placement Art and Interior Design 
courses, a part of the Seneca 
Valley Academy of Choice, visited 
Fallingwater on Nov. 18. This 
National historic landmark is the 
perfect classroom for art and 
design.

SVAOC visits Fallingwater

PSATS Award

Haine Middle School (HMS) Purpose (gifted) students 
recently received a Pennsylvania State Association 
of Township Supervisors (PSATS) award for last 
year’s storm drain sign painting project.  

The students were presented with a plaque and $500 
check for their ‘green’ efforts, a program that began 
last year when HMS Purpose students were studying 
water contamination and began exploring the ways 
in which they could be proactive in the local  
community.  After discussing the matter with  
township water officials, as well as visiting with a 
Pittsburgh water expert, the group decided to start 
an educational storm drain sign painting project, said 
Purpose Teacher Ms. Allison Stebbins. The Cranberry Township Board of Supervisors approved the 
project and Ms. Stebbins held a ‘design contest’ in which students created “don’t dump, drains to 
river” sign designs. In late May, the class painted all of the storm drain signs in the Clearbrook plan.  

Ms. Stebbins hopes to have her current students paint additional signs around the community again 
at the end of this school year. 

Alcoa ACTION Grant 

Haine Middle School (HMS) students in Ms. Stebbins’ class recently received a $3,000 Alcoans  
Coming Together in Our Neighborhoods (ACTION) Grant they applied to for the school’s ongoing  
Rain Barrel Project.
 
Ms. Stebbins plans to utilize the donated funds for the school’s annual Rain Barrel Project by  
purchasing additional rain barrels as well as continuing  to hold educational classes in the spring  
of 2015.
 
Last spring, HMS again teamed up with the Cranberry Township Environmental Programs Coordinator 
Lorin Meeder. Together they researched what would help conserve water in their community, raised 
funds to purchase rain barrels, and conducted instructional classes at the municipal center.
 
The Rain Barrel Project began in 2008. Ms. Stebbins and her students continue in their efforts to 
educate residents about water conservation and rain barrel usage.

HMS receives PSATS Award, Alcoa ACTION Grant

The Pennsylvania Association of Student Councils (PASC) presented 
Shirlann Harmon, a Seneca Valley freshman, the Dale D. Hawley 
Award during the annual PASC state conference held in Altoona on 
Nov. 6.

The Dale D. Hawley Leadership Award is presented in recognition of 
service and leadership at the state level. Dale D. Hawley’s life was 
dedicated to youth, service and to the development of student  
leaders, as a principal and director of the National Association of 
Student Councils.

Shirlann has been a delegate in Student Council since seventh grade, 
attending Grove City College Blue summer workshops. Shirlann’s 
dedication to her fellow delegates while attending Grove City Blue 
this past summer did not go unnoticed by workshop staff, as she 
revealed exceptional leadership qualities: a leader among leaders. 

PASC workshops, as well as Student Council, have afforded Shirlann 
the opportunity to gain lifelong friendships, reaping the educational 
benefits, noted by PASC as “the single most significant educational 
experience in life.” 

PASC Honor SV freshman lauded for leadership

SVSD JROTC Cadets participated 
at the 3rd Annual Pittsburgh  
Officers Down 5K on Nov. 19. The 
event, which was held in the city 
of Pittsburgh, benefits FOP Lodge 
91, ODMP-Officer Down Memorial 
Page, and PSP CPL Byron Dickson 
Memorial Fund. “JROTC did a 
wonderful job honoring our fallen 
heroes and supporting those 
officers who serve daily,” said TJ 
Burke, director of Officers Down 
5K Foundation and supervisor of 
security at Seneca Valley.

JROTC presents Colors  
at Officers Down 5K 

The Seneca Valley Strings  
Program hosted Mr. Jeffrey 
Turner, Pittsburgh Symphony 
Orchestra principal bassist and 
Duquesne University’s director  
of orchestral studies, for a  
workshop on the secondary  
campus on Dec. 2. Mr. Turner 
worked with students in grades 
7-12 and gave advice on how 
to improve their technique and 
encouraged them to play with 
enthusiasm and emotion.

PSO at SVSD
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Special Education students are gaining  
business and social skills through the Practical 
Assessment Exploration System (PAES) Café on 
the secondary campus which delivers coffee 
and tea to staff daily.
 
Last spring, Mr. E.G. Sipps, career development 
specialist, and Ms. Kathy Senn, Special  
Education paraprofessional, wanted to expand 
the PAES program to allow students to transfer 
these skills. Together, they decided to create a 
student run business, the PAES Café. 
 
“It has been very nice to see the students’ progress and to watch them interact  
appropriately with students and staff,” said Mr. Sipp. The students came up with the 
name, and designed the labels and brochures for the business. The students, with 
support, are responsible for every aspect of the business including making, delivering 
and billing. Students rotate days that they work in the café and are responsible for all 
coffee orders on the secondary campus. “We have noticed a change in these students confidence 
while here at school,” explained Mr. Sipp. “For some of the students, social interactions can be a 
difficult thing for them and PAES Café is a real-life situation that gives them an opportunity to work on 
these skills.”
 
Practical Assessment Exploration System (PAES) is a program that the district has been using for six 
years for students with various needs.  This program helps students explore different jobs that fit their 
interests and strengths.

Café brings coffee, confidence

Haine Elementary PTO sponsored 
diversity assemblies from the 
Children’s Institute of Pittsburgh 
on Nov. 13. Students enjoyed 
learning how they are all the 
same and, yet, they are all  
different.

We are all the same,  
different

Rowan Elementary staff collected 
donations and wore blue in  
support of Child Grief Awareness 
Day on Nov. 20.  Children’s Grief 
Awareness Day is designed to 
help people become more aware 
of the needs of grieving children 
and of the benefits they obtain 
through the support of others. 
Children’s Grief Awareness Day 
is an opportunity to make sure 
that grieving children receive the 
support they need.

Rowan Elementary 
Children’s Grief  
Awareness Day

Ms. Jacki Larson, Haine Elementary School Library Media Specialist, applied for a grant from Target 
this past summer and was recently awarded $2,000 to purchase books for the library. Ms. Larson is 
planning to hold a Family Reading Night in the spring to share the new books that will be purchased 
with the grant money and celebrate the joy of reading with families.

Target awards Haine Elementary Library with $2,000

Mr. Todd Winter, a Seneca Valley Middle School science 
teacher, recently received $1,000 for his classroom from the 
Public Education Leadership Community Grant (PELC)  
through the PPG Foundation. Carla Lavelle, PPG Senior  
Project Manager, presented the check to Mr. Winter on Dec. 4.

The grant will be used to purchase supplies to build  
74 rockets as part of a future Science, Technology,  
Engineering and Math (STEM) project for his classes.

PPG rockets STEM learning at SVMS

Ms. Carla Lavelle, PPG Senior Project  
Manager for Citrix Infrastructure &  
Corporate IT, presented Mr. Todd Winter, 
SVMS Teacher, with the check for the  
PELC Grant.

http://www.bcfymca.org
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AlumniAlumniNews & NotesNews & Notes
Nathan Brewer, Seneca Valley Class of 1999 (and director  
of SV’s All-School Musicals from ‘06-’09) directed a reading  
at The York Theatre in New York City starring fellow SV alum 
Jim Stanek, Seneca Valley Class of 1989. Mr. Stanek and  
Mr. Brewer, left to right, are pictured here at rehearsals. To 
learn more about the reading, visit BroadwayWorld link:  
http://BroadwayWorld.com/viewcolumn.php?colid=877774 

Small world, Big Apple

Pittsburgh City Paper  
invited artists to submit 
their own creative 
newspaper-box designs 
and Kent Miller, Seneca 
Valley Class of 2002, was 
named the 2014 ArtBox 
Project winner.

All boxed up

Dr. Richard (RJ) Skalos, a 2002 SV graduate, is a sought out, successful veterinarian as well as a local resident  
of SVSD. We asked him to catch us up on what he is doing today and how Seneca Valley influenced his life  
and career. 

Q: Tell us about your occupation. 
A: I work at Pittsburgh Veterinary Specialty and Emergency Center (PVSEC) as an Emergency Veterinarian.  
I immensely enjoy what I do. I always knew I wanted to go into a profession in the science field.  During my  
college years I decided to combine my love for science with my love for animals and pursue a career in  
veterinary medicine.

Q: Please share with us some information about your family. 
A: I currently live in Cranberry with my wife, who is an attorney, and our two rescue dogs, Ellie and Jet.

Q: How did Seneca Valley help you become the person you are today, both personally and professionally?
A: My time at Seneca Valley taught me to take charge of my academic/career path and to work hard and persevere to meet my goals, despite the 
difficulties that inevitably arise.  I learned the importance of being true to your goals and yourself and to work hard to achieve them.

Q: What do you think makes Seneca Valley such a special place to learn and grow?
A: What makes Seneca Valley a special place to learn and grow are the vast opportunities that the school presents to its students. Seneca Valley, 
being a large school, allows for students to be offered a great variety of classes and extra curricular activities to choose from.  This broad range of 
choices allows students to really round themselves out through participating in new activities or taking classes that many other schools are not 
able to offer.

Q: Who was your favorite teacher/coach/SV staff member?
A: Through my time at Seneca Valley I had many wonderful encounters with the teachers and staff. The teacher who made the most impact on 
me was my AP History teacher.  At the time, I felt that the class was truly difficult; however, I love history and worked diligently in this class.  In 
hindsight, I realize that the class being “difficult” helped to prepare me for my college courses.

Q: What is one of your favorite memories from your time at Seneca Valley? We’d encourage you to recall a moment or event that had a  
particularly strong influence on your life.
A: In general, some of my favorite memories of Seneca Valley are of my time playing on the lacrosse team. During my time at Seneca, lacrosse was 
still an up-and-coming sport.  Seeing our team come together and playing with my teammates was a great experience. One of my most favorite 
specific memories from Seneca Valley is my graduation ceremony.  Despite the fact that I enjoyed my time at Seneca, being surrounded by friends 
at that ceremony and knowing what a big step we were all about to take as “adults” made such an impression on me.

Q: If you had one message for teachers or staff, what would it be?
A: I would pass along to the teachers and staff that it is invaluable to students that they take the time, difficult as that may be, to get to know their 
students and what their strengths and goals are. Having a teacher or staff member take the time to do this gives you, as a student, a sense that 
Seneca Valley is truly invested in seeing you succeed.

Alumni Q&A with Dr. Richard Skalos, Seneca Valley Class of 2002

Alumni Database
Seneca Valley is in the process of beginning an Alumni Campaign through the company Harris Connect. More information to come soon! 

http://BroadwayWorld.com/viewcolumn.php?colid=877774
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The Seneca Valley School District is pleased to introduce a comprehensive website that parents and 
students can use to make post-graduation plans. Family Connection is a service that Seneca Valley, 
grades 7-12, uses in their guidance office to track and analyze data about college and career plans, 
so it provides up-to-date information that’s specific to Seneca Valley.
 
Family Connection also shares information with families and students about up-coming meetings and 
events, local scholarship opportunities, and other Web resources for college and career information.

To visit Seneca Valley’s Family Connection site, go to: 
http://connection.naviance.com/senecavshs

We hope that you will find this resource helpful. If you have further questions about Family  
Connection, please contact your child’s Guidance Office.

Family Connections

Follow us on

Find us on

Watch us on

View us on

Are you guilty of texting or talking while driving? Research has shown that distraction from  
cell phone use while driving – either hand-held or hands-free – delays a driver’s  
reactions as much as having a blood alcohol concentration at the legal limit of  
.08 percent. Remember that Pennsylvania law prohibits sending, reading or writing  
text-based communication on devices such as cell phones while driving.  
Visit JustDrivePA.com for more information.
 
Video: Just Drive—Distractions Can Wait at: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gVT2eulXlek

Don’t be distracted 

http://www.svsd.net
http://connection.naviance.com/senecavshs
http://twitter.com/Seneca_Valley
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Seneca-Valley-School-District-Official-District-Site/133105866727178
http://www.youtube.com/user/SenecaValleySD
http://instagram.com/senecavalleysd
http://www.cranberrytownship.org/index.aspx?NID=586
http://JustDrivePA.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gVT2eulXlek

